
Script Analysis of Gruesome Playground Injuries 
Character Analysis: Kayleen  
 
Super-objective: to protect herself from being hurt by others and herself.  
 
Domestic Situation  

• Marriage 
o Members of the community (Cleveland) value the ability to leave a marriage, but 

no do value those who use it. Kayleen aligns with this value.  
§ You’re not the first groom to get cold feet.” (Kayleen, 22)  
§ He started crying and told me she was a better woman that I’d ever be. 

This bitch who walked out on us.  (Kayleen, 35) 
§ You’re the one who left. (Kayleen, 35) 

o Members of the community do not value waiting until marriage to live together. 
Kayleen aligns with this value.  

§ I’m living with someone. We’ve been together for a year. (Kayleen, 36)  
• Children  

o Members of the community (Cleveland) value parents that care for their children. 
Kayleen aligns with this value.  

§ Your mom told me I could find you here. (Kayleen, 37-38)  
§ He’s such an asshole. (Kayleen, 34) 

o Parents of the community (Cleveland) value their children’s friends. Kayleen 
values this. 

§ Your parents were here tonight. (Kayleen, 35) 
§ They sent flowers. Your mother said she was going to bring by a 

casserole. That's what your mom is like. She's the kind of woman, who 
brings over a casserole. (Kayleen, 35) 

§ She’s so nice to me. As if she doesn’t know anything. Or maybe as if she 
knows everything. You and your family, Dougie. Nicest people in the 
world. (Kayleen, 37-38)  

 
Political Situation  

• Power 
o Kayleen values using insults as a defense mechanism to push people away.  

§ You’re a dick. (Kayleen, 18) 
§ I hate everybody. (Kayleen, 18) 
§ You’re stupid. (Kayleen, 9)  
§ You’re such a loser. (Kayleen, 30)  
§ Sorry I offended you. (Kayleen, 17) 
§ I told them, no, you’re just a crackhead dumbass with shit for brains. I told 

them you’d never commit suicide because you wouldn’t have any scars to 
show off afterwards. (Kayleen, 11)  

§ You didn’t look hard enough. (Kayleen, 33) 
o Kayleen values minimizing her pain in order to appear stronger.  



§ Big deal. (Kayleen, 16)  
§ I have a sensitive stomach. The doctor told me. (Kayleen, 9)  
§ I got it over with. (Kayleen, 24) 
§ Just forget about it! (Kayleen, 26) 
§ I’m fine. (Kayleen, 35) 
§ No, don’t hug me. I’m all hugged out. I’ve been hugging people all day. 

Everyone in here: I’m sorry for your loss. I’m so sorry for your loss. What 
loss? If I hug one more person I’m going to choke on my own spit. 
(Kayleen, 33) 

 
Moral/ethical situation  

• Religious beliefs 
o Kayleen does not value Doug’s belief that she is an angel/healer.  

§ NO! I WILL NOT! I’m not here to TAKE CARE OF YOU, Doug. I am 
not a healer. (Kayleen, 15) 

§ Kayleen shakes her head, realizing she’s basically talking to herself. (21)  
§ She gingerly holds out her hands over him, as if she had the power to raise 

the dead but knows she looks ridiculous. (Kayleen, 22) 
§ I am retarded. (Kayleen, 22) 
§ I touched you I felt like an idiot, but I did. And nothing happened, so I just 

felt it was stupid. But you woke up. (Kayleen, 38) 
§ I don’t know, Doug, there you were, asking me if I was the reason you 

miraculously sprung back to life, I can’t be the reason you’re alive. Why 
would I be able to do something like that? How could I? I don’t know 
what this stupid thing is anyway… it’s just…. Is it something that comes 
true if one person believes it? Or two people? If it is, I believe it. I’ll 
believe anything, Dougie, I don’t care. (Kayleen, 38)   

• Behavior 
o Nuns at Mary Margaret’s value discussing student behavior and well-being. 

Kayleen does not align with this value.  
§ Your face isn’t broken, it’s just cut. (Kayleen, 8)  

o People with intellectual disabilities do not value being called “retarded.” Kayleen 
does not align with this value.  

§ I am retarded. (Kayleen, 22) 
§ You’re not the only retardo on the planet. (Kayleen, 31) 

o Kayleen values learning.  
§ What happened to your face? (Kayleen, 7)  
§ Why (Kayleen, 7, 8, &9)  
§ Can I see the cut on your face? (Kayleen, 10)  

o Kayleen values being alone in quiet places.  
§ I like the nurse’s office. It is quiet and dark. (Kayleen, 8)  
§ I like the movies except when I come out and there is sun. (Kayleen, 8)  
§ The rest of the castle is loud and has bright lights and flags and hot oil 

because of wars. But the dungeon is where people can go to languish and 
get some peace and quiet. (Kayleen, 9)  

§ Would you just leave me alone? (Kayleen, 18)  



§ I don’t need anyone to take care of me. (Kayleen, 37)  
o Kayleen values cleanliness. She does not value Doug’s grossness.  

§ It’s because I wash them a lot. You should wash your hands. They are 
grimy. (Kayleen, 10)  

§ That’s the grossest thing I’ve ever seen! You are disgusting! Get away 
from me! (Kayleen, 18) 

o Kayleen values harming herself to make her feel better.  
§ And I drank a few vodkas. But I mostly slept those off. (Kayleen, 12)  
§ I probably can’t smoke in here right? (Kayleen, 14) 
§ She unbuttons her jeans and pulls them down. Her thighs have small cuts 

on them. (27)  
§ I just tried to take it out. (Kayleen, 29)  

o Kayleen values Doug’s well-being.  
§ I hate to tell you this, you stupid fucking genius, but getting up on the roof 

in the middle of a fucking electrical storm isn’t a brilliant fucking move! 
(Kayleen, 21) 

§ You know how I get. When you get hurt. (Kayleen, 12)  
§ I came here to lay my hands on you, Dougie. I’ve never believed it, but I 

have to do it… because you believe it, that must be enough. (Kayleen, 38) 
o Kayleen values Doug’s attempts to take care of her, but will not admit it to him.  

§ The top then best things anyone’s ever done for me have all been done by 
you. (Kayleen, 22) 

§ I really need you to come over and show me some stupid shit again, tell 
me some stupid joke like you always do. (Kayleen, 22) 

§ Because why would I, Doug? What about when I needed somebody?! 
Where were you the last five years? (Kayleen, 29)  

• Sexuality  
o Young students at Margaret Mary’s value experimenting with kissing. Kayleen 

does not align with this value.  
§ Yeah, she also kissed Ian McGee. (Kayleen, 19)  
§ No, I’m not going to kiss you! That’s gross! And besides, we wouldn’t 

have a “first kiss” after that. That would BE our “first kiss.” And I don’t 
want my “first kiss” to be with you. (Kayleen, 20)  

§ She looks at him, then allows Doug to kiss her. (20) 
o Young male students at Margaret Mary’s value sex as a means of achievement. 

Kayleen does not align with this value.  
§ You’re a fucking pervert! Every guy in the world! You all act like you’re 

playing around, except you have to crawl all over me! You think I don’t 
know you have a total hard-on right now, you perv! (Kayleen, 23)  

§ Tim’s over here, and we have to pretend like we’re just being normal, you 
know, playing around, wrestling around and everything and then suddenly 
we’re not, suddenly he’s like.. you know… (Kayleen, 24) 

She looks away. I thought having sex would, you know. I thought it might make 
me stop. (Kayleen, 26) 


