
Pg. Term Quote Definition Image 
2 Miracle plays "We've got miracle plays 

to play."
Definition: biographical stories of miracles 
and martyrdoms. Also known as Saint 
plays. Context: This implies that the play 
being performed called "Pippin: His Life 
and Times" is a miracle play, 
foreshadowing Pippin's martyrdom for the 
troupe in the grand finale. 

5 University of 
Padua 

"His last day at the 
University of Padua"

Definition: The University of Padua is a 
located  Padua, Italy. It was a prominent 
university in early modern Europe. 
Defending freedom of thought in study and 
teaching became a distinctive feature." 
Context: It is not possible for Pippin (769-
811)  to have attended this university as it 
was founded in 1222. The implication, 
however, is that Pippin was well educated, 
particularly in free thought and philosophy, 
justifying his need for fulfilment. 
Charlemagne's capital was in Aachen as of 
790. He was likely in Saxony during the 
events of Pippin, but the play establishes a 
permanent residence. These maps show where Pippin traveled to and from 

school and the distance between him and his family. 

5 Scholar of the 
House

Pippin so distinguished 
himself at university that 
the scholars bestowed 
upon him the title of 
Scholar of the House" 

According to the university, when it was 
founded students were responsible for 
electing officials called rettore, meaning 
chancellor. Perhaps this is a good 
comparison. Context: While I have not 
found proof of this position, it implies that 
Pippin was highly successful in school and 
made an impact on his students. 

9 The Pope "I rank you ahead of the 
Pope." 

Context: Pope Adrian I was in power 
while Charlemagne was at war in the 780s. 
At the time, the Catholic church had 
complete authority and secular rulers 
wanted more power. Charlemagne and 
Pope Adrian were rather close and worked 
together to unite Europe. They split power 
between them by secular and spiritual 
matters. While Charlemagne was not at 
this time more powerful than the Pope, he 
was on his way to becoming the ruler of 
almost all of Western Europe. 
Charlemagne was not crowned Emperor of 
the Holy Roman Empire until 800 by Pope 
Leo III. 

9 Library "We have a library 
now." 

Definition: The Palace of Aachen Library 
was a library for monks built between 790 
and 814 by Charlemagne, who was 
devoted to learning. He created many 
schools, had scholars in his court, and was 
troubled by illiteracy in Europe. Context: 
This line indicates Charles' devotion to 
issues other than war and his impact on 
European culture. This line explains that 
there was once an absence of literature, 
and that Charles was responsible for the 
creation of libraries. 



10 Frisians "Did you know this arm 
slew twenty Frisians last 
year?" 

Definition: an ethnic group native to the 
coasts of the Netherlands and Germany 
Context: In 782, the Saxons revolted 
against the Franks, causing Charlemagne 
to start a new campaign the following year 
to regain control over the Saxons and 
Frisians, who supported them. This 
campaign lasted until 785. 

10 Visigoths "And it's going to slay 
even more Visigoths!" 

Definition: nomadic tribes of Germanic 
people. The Visigoths converted to 
Catholicism in 589 and persecuted the 
Jews in 633. In 718, many Visigoths 
refused to convert to Islam during the 
Umayyad conquest, fleeing to the Franks. 
The Visigoths did not believe in Valhalla 
and would not have been slayed by 
Charlemagne's campaign. This is an 
inaccuracy. It is most likely that an error 
was made saying Visigoths instead of 
Saxons. 

11 Breastplate "Think how I'll shine!" Definition: Breastplates did not appear 
until the late 1300s. In reality, Lewis 
would have worn chainmail. Context: If 
this was not an oversight in research, it is 
possible that it is commenting on 
protecting the wealthy over the average 
soldier. It is safe to assume that this 
breastplate is designed to depict Lewis' 
priorities and Fastrada's favoritism. 

12 An ordinary 
housewife and 
mother

"After all, I am just an 
ordinary housewife and 
mother." 

Context: An attempt from Fastrada to 
sympathize with the women in the 
audience, reflecting politicians at the time 
trying to relate to the voters. It is clear that 
she is not an ordinary housewife and 
mother, but she is exhaustive in trying to 
convince people that she is in order to win 
favor, as that was what a woman was 
expected to be. The 60's saw a push for 
feminism attempting to end societal 
domestication of women. 

14 Terrain "Now, the main factor in 
tomorrow's battle against 
the Visigoths… is the 
terrain." 

Context: It is likely that the terrain 
Charles refers to is the ravine (see below.) 
Because there is no specific location or 
date for this battle, it cannot be determined 
exactly where the battle took place. 

15 Ravine "So you in the ravine… 
will move across the 
plain." 

Definition: "a deep, narrow gorge with 
steep sides" Context: As Charlemagne 
explains, he is planting some soldiers as 
bait in the ravine. This specific topography 
adds stakes because they are clearly tapped 
by the landscape and will certainly be 
sacrificed. 

15 Charlatan "Listen to me men as I 
endeavor to explain what 
separates a Charlatan 
from a Charlemagne." 

Definition: "a person practicing quackery 
or some similar confidence trick in order to 
obtain money, fame or other advantages 
via some form of pretense or deception"  
Context: Charles is thus claiming that he 
is not fraudulent, but actually extremely 
talented as a ruler and therefore 
trustworthy.



16 Pompey "Though pompous as a 
Pompey" 

Definition: Roman military leader and 
consul that played a major part in  
defeating Spartacus. He was a part of the 
triumvirate (Pompey, Caesar, and Crassus) 
making him one of the most powerful men 
in Rome. Context: Charles calls Pompey 
pompous for good reason, but explaining 
the caliber of rulers that he admires. 
Charles follows the saying "it's smarter to 
be lucky, but its lucky to be smart," to 
which he believes all good leaders abide.  

16 Darius "Or daring as a Darius." Definition: King of Persia who extended 
his reign to have the largest empire in the 
world. Context: Similar to Pompey, 
Charles idolizes him for his military and 
conquering abilities.

17 Salty summer 
brine

The taste of salty 
summer brine." 

Definition: "water saturated or strongly 
impregnated with salt" Context: Leading 
Player compares blood to the taste of 
extremely salty water, thus a negative, 
bitter taste.

20 Valhalla "I hope you get to 
Valhalla soon."

Definition: Odin's hall where men he 
chooses travel after they die in combat. 
Possibly an inaccuracy, as Visigoths did 
not believe in Valhalla. Context: Pippin 
and the Visigoth attempt to share a 
moment of peace and well-wishing for 
each other, because they are not fighting 
for religion, but for their countries.

21 Plumes "I thought there'd be 
more…plumes." 

Definition: "a feather, a tuft of feathers, or 
some substitute, worn as an ornament, as 
on a hat, helmet." Context:  Pippin is 
expressing his disappointment that war was 
not what he expected it to be- it was less 
grand, less triumphant, less glory. *This is 
Schwartz's' favorite line. 

21 Pelf "He had wealth and pelf 
and name and fame." 

Definition: money, wealth. Context: Both 
lines have two words of similar meaning. 
Leading Player suggests that this "noise" 
does not give Pippin happiness. He does 
not find joy in all of the material 
possessions he could wish for. It also 
suggests that he is spoiled compared with 
the peasants surrounding him desperate for 
basic living conditions. 

22 A left-handed 
flea 

"Wouldn't you rather be 
a left-handed flea"

Definition: Left handedness, according to 
the Bible, is associated with being 
unfavorable and devilish. Culturally, being 
left-handed was also seen as a defect, 
which was often "corrected' by tying 
someone's left hand behind their back, 
forcing them to use their right hand. Fleas 
are parasites. Context: A left-handed flea 
is something you definitely do not want to 
be, as it is an unfavorable parasite. Leading 
Player says that Pippin has it worse than 
this flea. 

22 Crab on the 
slab 

Wouldn't you rather 
be….or a crab on a slab." 

Definition of slab: a broad, flat, somewhat, 
thick piece of stone, wood, or other solid 
materials. Context: My best guess is that 
this means the crab is going to be executed. 
Leading Player is suggesting that death is 
better than living without simple joys. 



22 Newt on the 
root of a 
Banyan tree

Wouldn't you rather 
be…. Newt of the root of 
a Banyan tree." 

Definition: The Banyan tree is sacred in 
India. It is known as a strangler because of 
the way the roots grow. Newts are small 
salamanders. Context: This is a riddle I 
cannot solve. Perhaps Leading Player 
means that the newt could be strangled and 
it is better to be strangled than live like 
Pippin. 

22 Fig on a twig 
in Galilee 

Wouldn't you rather 
be… or a fig on a twig in 
Galilee." 

Definition: The fig is a fruit that grows on 
a tree. Because of its many seeds, it is 
symbolic of fertility. Galilee is a 
mountainous region of Israel filled with 
rocky terrain. Perhaps the implication is 
that figs cannot fulfill their purpose in 
Galilee because the trees will have a 
difficult time growing in the terrain. 
Context: Leading Player suggests that 
knowing your purpose, but being unable to 
fulfill it is worse than not knowing. She 
may also be suggesting that it's better to be 
eaten than be Pippin. 

23 Needlepoint "I hate needlepoint!" Definition: Needlework including 
embroidery and knitting was  pass-time 
and source of competition and pride for 
women, who began practicing at age 4. 
The aristocracy was particularly expected 
to be skilled in needlework. Context: This 
addresses the assumption that women, 
particularly old women like to do projects 
such as needlepoint and knitting. 
Therefore, Bertha challenges our 
perception of older women. 

24 Cataracts and 
catarrh

"You will woefully 
wonder why, my dear, 
through your cataracts 
and catarrh." 

Definition:  Cataracts cause clouding in 
your eye, making your vision blurry. They 
are associated with aging. A catarrh is 
inflammation that causes excessive 
secretions. Context: Bertha is telling 
Pippin that as he ages, his body will 
develop new medical challenges. As a 
result, he must take advantage of his youth 
and health.

25 Sages "Sages tweet that age is 
sweet." 

Definition: "a profoundly wise person; a 
person famed for wisdom." Context: 
Bertha is condescending the words of those 
considered wisest, suggesting that age is 
not sweet. 

25 Laurels "Good deeds and good 
work earn you laurels." 

Definition: a wreath of foliage used as an 
emblem of victory. Context:  Society 
rewards those with good behavior, strong 
work ethics, and many accomplishments.

25 Waylay, roué, 
cranny 

"Now I could waylay 
some aging roué and 
persuade him to play in 
some cranny." 

Definitions: Waylay means ambush. Roué 
means a lawless, immoral, or sexual man. 
Cranny means nook. Context: Bertha 
could seduce an older man.

31 Rapprochemen
t 

"Despite this rejection, I 
took upon my tiny 
shoulders the task of 
affecting a 
rapprochement between 
two men for whom I 
felt… deeply." 

Definition: Rapprochement means 
reconciliation. Context: While Fastrada is 
literally saying that she attempted to 
mediate Pippin and Charles' argument. 
Fastrada, always wanting to appear 
innocent delivers this sarcastic comment as 
she  crafts an opportunity for Pippin to 
assassinate Charles.



32 Arles "Will you be praying at 
Arles next month?" 

Definition: A city in France where synods 
and councils were held by the Church, 
which was captured by Charlemagne's 
grandfather- Charles Martel. Context: 
Charles travels here each year in March to 
pray. 

35 Royal Chapel 
at Arles 

"The Royal Chapel at 
Arles." 

While I cannot find reference to this 
specific chapel, this is an image of St. 
Trophime in Arles, which was built as 
early as the 12th century. 

42 Infidel Hun "It is my duty to inform 
you that the Infidel Hun 
has attacked in the East." 

Definition: The Avars, or Huns, initially 
attacked the Franks in 788, but were 
defeated. From 791-796, Charles fought 
the Frankish-Avar War after the Huns had 
restored their army, which Charles won. 
Because Pepin's revolt occurred in 793, it 
is likely that this event takes place during 
the war despite the plays setting of 780s. 
Context: Regardless of the history, this 
news informs the audience and Pippin that 
the Franks will face war regularly, no 
matter if they attack or are attacked. 

45 Piqued as any 
Alp

"You look frenzied, you 
look frazzled, piqued as 
any Alp." 

Definition: wounded pride causing 
irritation and resentment. Context: A pun 
in which Leading Player asserts that Pippin 
is as wounded as a mountain is tall. 

46 Budget cuts "When the king makes 
budget cuts, the arts are 
the first to go!"

Definition: The 2013 script is the first 
script to update this line. It used to joke 
that you had to be dead to find out if you 
were good at art. This is a clear reference 
to the US government cutting arts funding, 
particularly in education. Context: Pippin 
could no longer continue in the arts 
because the funding was cut- not because 
he didn't enjoy it or find fulfillment in it.

46 Angel who 
touched me

"It wasn't an angel who 
touched me!" 

Definition: The 2013 script is the first 
script to update this line. It used to jab that 
the church was investing in real estate. 
This line refers to the Catholic Church 
sexual abuse accusations, which did not 
arise until the late 1980s. Context: Pippin 
means that a priested attempted to or 
successfully molested him. 

46 Dank "Many, when things get 
dank, will feel their grip 
go." 

Definition: damp, musty. Context: 
Leading Player explains that many people 
will give up when times get hard, but 
Pippin must remain calm and persistent. 

51 Fever "And then one day he 
was struck by fever!" 

Context: There were no major epidemics 
from 750 until the 14th century. 
Catherine's phrasing suggests that he 
became sick and died quickly. 



52 Chicken House "The roof on the chicken 
house has sprung a leak." 

Definition: a building where the female 
chickens lay eggs. 

53 Head of the 
table

That's the look of a 
widow, with a son, and a 
large estate, and no one 
to sit at the head of the 
table!" 

Definition: According to rules of etiquette, 
the host sits at the head of the table. 
Context: Catherine has asked Pippin to 
join the family permanently, as the head of 
the family. 

53 Patching the 
roof

"Patching the roof and 
pitching the hay is not 
my idea of a perfect 
day." 

Definition: Thatched rooves were made of 
reeds, straw, or marsh grass that were 
bound and tied on roof poles. If done well, 
a roof could hold for up to 70 years. 
Context: Catherine's roof must not have 
been thatched well and will need to be 
fixed in areas where the bounds are not 
tight enough. 

53 Pitching the 
hay

"Patching the roof and 
pitching the hay is not 
my idea of a perfect 
day." 

Definition: Using a pitchfork, one lifts and 
throws hay to loosen it. 

53 Compost heap "I'm not the type who 
loses sleep over the size 
of the compost heap." 

Definition: a collection of soil and 
decomposable waste used for recycling 
purposes. In the late 1960s, there was a 
push towards a "back-to-the-land" 
movement, asking people to grow their 
own food and create composts. Context: 
Catherine's estate must have a compost 
heap, to which Pippin is neglecting to add. 

53 Brambles "If the garden has 
brambles…" 

Definition: the prickly parts of a 
blackberry shrub. Brambles grow quickly, 
can take over a garden, and are extremely 
difficult to remove. Context: Catherine's 
garden must be overrun with brambles that 
she has asked Pippin to remove. 

56 Thresh some 
grain 

"We’re going out to 
thresh some grain right 
now." 

Definition: by beating the grain, you 
loosen the edible grain from the inedible 
parts that surround it using a flail. 
Context: Pippin, who has shown no 
interest in any labor, is suddenly 
volunteering to do strenuous work to cheer 
up Theo. 

58 Lavender "Lavender soaps and 
lotions"

Definition: Lavender symbolizes "love, 
devotion, and purity." Context: Lavender 
emphasizes the bliss of Pippin and 
Catherine's budding relationship. 

60 Flute "Theo made you a new 
flute." 

Definition: The transverse flute was 
invented in the German area, but there is 
no evidence of it until the 12th century. 
Many productions of Pippin  use recorders, 
which are played horizontally. Context: 
Pippin has taken the time to hand-carve a 
flute for Theo.



60 Quince 
pudding 
flambé

"Quince Pudding 
Flambé! Oh, I haven't 
made it for years, but I 
thought, you know, for 
this special occasion…" 

Definition: This is a cake-like dessert 
made with many fruit. Pudding in Europe 
is synonymous with dessert. Flambé means 
that the dessert is set on fire briefly. 
Context: It is likely that this dessert was 
chosen because Charlemagne had quinces 
planted in his orchards. The flame also 
foreshadows the finale. Catherine is 
offering this traditional Christmas dessert 
to Pippin to celebrate the next step in their 
relationship. 

65 Zenith "The sun at its zenith!" Definition: the time at which something is 
most powerful or successful. Context: 
Leading Player is suggesting that if Pippin 
completes the finale, he will be the most 
successful version of himself. 

65 Guardians of 
splendor

"Now it's your chance 
with the guardians of 
splendor inviting you to 
dance." 

Definition: Splendor means magnificence. 
Context: The lyrics suggest that the 
players are the guardians of splendor, 
meaning that it is their job to make sure 
magnificent things like the finale do not go 
extinct. Thus, the invite Pippin to dance, or 
perform. 

68 Rig "Strike the rig!" Definition: A system of poles, pulleys, 
wires, and other hardware that hold 
performance equipment. This was an 
addition to the 2013 script, likely to fit 
their production design. The other scripts 
use, "take away the set… everything out… 
move it." Context: Leading Player is 
instructing the players to remove the things 
that are being held up by the rigging 
system. 

68 Rain curtains "Take out the rain 
curtains!" 

Definition: shiny drapery that looks like 
rain when light is reflected on it. This was 
an addition to the 2013 script, likely to fit 
their production design. The other scripts 
use, "take away the set… everything out… 
move it." Context: Leading Player is 
instructing specific parts of the set for the 
players to remove. 

68 Crimson, gold, 
lavender

"They showed me 
crimson, gold, and 
lavender." 

Definition: Crimson is symbolic of power 
and royalty. Gold is symbolic of love, 
magic, wealth, and courage. Lavender, 
while symbolic of love, is also a shade of 
purple, which is symbolic of royalty. 
Context: Pippin may be referring to all of 
the colors as a single meaning: royalty, 
power, etc. He may also be referring to his 
journey: crimson the blood of war, gold the 
color of his grown, and lavender, the color 
of his love for Catherine. 










